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Carl Sandberg once was asked 


-what he thought the ugliest word

· in the English language is. 


-He paused for a long time, and then responded: 



-exclusion.

I think everyone of us understands exclusion. 

Unfortunately, many of us also might have experienced it.

We learn from a very early age 


-what that feels like to be relegated to the outside. 

Before they can spell the word “clique,” 


-little children on the playground 



-know what it is to form one.

It is a strange but sad truth: 


-it does not come from birth. 



-we have to learn HOW TO exclude 



-or that we ARE excluded. 

Walls are never built up by themselves. 


-People build them, 



-sometimes deliberately, maliciously 



-as was the Iron Curtain or the Berlin Wall, 


-and sometimes even unknowingly. 

Sometimes we even inherit the exclusion mentality 


-through a prolonged cultural history. 

There are many evidences of such in our own country, 


-the most notable being 



-our shameful and sinful history of slavery. 

We put up that wall, 


-and as we all know, it took a Civil War to break it down, 



-a war that cost more American lives 



-than any other we have had to endure. 

And, even though, 


-the North was victorious 


-and the Emancipation Proclamation 



-was decreed and enforced, 



-exclusions and the desire to exclude 



-are still with us like a scab that won't heal.

2,000 years ago, Jesus Christ was born into a culture 


-where some exclusions 



-were already in place and deeply rooted. 

Lepers were excluded from society, 


-Samaritans were hated and always unwelcome. 


-Gentiles were looked upon as “lesser than”.

We sometimes fail to acknowledge 


-the true humanity of the Lord. 
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-He was like us in all things 



-except sin,… and a human dad. 



-All things.

Did He have to learn that 2 plus 2 comes out to be 4? 


-Absolutely! 


-He had to learn how to fix the straps on His sandals. 

I would imagine that He even had to learn 


-not to have Joseph or Mary ask Him twice 



-to do something before He decided to do it. 

We are told that he grew in age, wisdom and grace. 


-He GREW.  

Throughout His public life, Jesus was growing 


-into an understanding 



-of Who He was, 



-Who His Father was, 



-and what His mission was. 

It is not impossible that, in today's gospel, 


-we are privileged to witness 



-one of those moments of growth. 

Jesus is a man of Israel, 


-and, at first, responds to the Canaanite woman 


-as any Israelite might be expected to respond: 



“I was sent only to the lost sheep 




-of the house of Israel.”

This woman, however, took the inventive step 


-of approaching someone, 



-a man nonetheless, 



-of another ethnic group, 


-because she believed the He, and only He, 



-could help her. 

And she showed fierce “mother love” 


-when Jesus was about to dismiss her 



-as unworthy of receiving the message 



-He came to proclaim. 

Is it possible, that the ferocity of her faith 


-stopped Jesus in His tracks 


-and caused Him to reconsider, 



-not only His response to her, 



-but maybe to re-focus 




-about His entire mission, 




-His entire role. 

By her insistence, she was showing Him 


-that a mother's love knows no bounds


-....and that, perhaps, God's shouldn't, either.

The lesson we should learn from this gospel encounter 


-between Jesus and this gentile woman, 


-I believe, is clear and uncompromisingly simple. 

We need to expand our own horizons 
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-and follow the lead of our God, 



-Who always thinks outside the box.

He loves it when we take 


-the lights and insights He gives us , 


-and then spend or invest them on people, 



-rather than burying them in the comfort 




-of our own set ways and protected boundaries. 

He loves 


-to turn on new lights and open up new windows for us. 

So often, unfortunately, we tend to follow Him around 


-turning off those lights 


-and locking those windows shut, 



-lest our comfort zones become disturbed.

Change, as we all know, 


-can be difficult and, often enough, 


-won't be embraced or even accepted 



-without some opposition. 

That struggle, that resistance or opposition is called,

 
-and we all like to think we are through with them, 



-“growing pains.” 

The fact is, we will never be finished 


-with those growing pains until, as St. Paul told us, 


-we have grown into the full stature of Jesus Christ.

We need to be reminded 


-that Jesus was always about NEW. 

· “I give you a NEW commandment.” 

· “This is my blood of the NEW covenant.”  

· In the Book of Revelation, He is heard to proclaim, 

· -“Behold, I make all things NEW.”  

Even in the first century of our religion, 


-the Christian Lifestyle was referred to as the New Way. 

God grant, that we do not repress 


-new ways of thinking, 


-new ideas, 


-new perspectives. 

May He help us always to filter them 


-through the truth, the light and the wisdom 



-revealed to us by the Holy Spirit.

God protect us all 


-from being closed minded, 


-tunnel-visioned, 


-or with hearts, like gated communities, 



-that are very restrictive as to who gets entry there.

May He never witness us 


-being part to building walls 


-between ourselves and any brother or sister of Christ. 
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May He bless us 


-with an openness 



-to be charmed 



-and welcoming towards any person, new to my life.

And, as did Christ, 


-may we all be seen to grow in wisdom, age and grace 



-before God and one another.

